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Constantin Floros: 

This Beethoven book is both documentation and interpretation in one. There is a wealth of material and thought, and the interdisciplinary approach is impressive. Erika Schuchardt is not content with psychological, sociological and religious discussion, but brings in artistic and verbal reception history. In several steps she seeks to interpret Beethoven’s life and work from the Heiligenstadt Testament to the Ninth Symphony as a leap out of crisis to creativity, as overcoming suffering and as faith in humanity.

Erika Schuchardt develops a complementary model for overcoming personal and social crises in eight spiral phases. The results of her research – from 6000 auto/biographies worldwide and 50 educational pilot projects - lead to insights that give us hope. She makes it clear that the suffering of people struck by crisis is also a challenge for society and for those not yet affected. The original questions, the methodological approach, the psychological empathy, the intelligent hypotheses are new and thus suited to sparking a new discussion about one of the most significant individuals and artists in human history.

This book should be in the library of all Beethoven lovers and educated individuals.
(1036 Letters)

Ilona Schmiel, 

Director of the Bonn Beethoven Festival:
... an extraordinary book ...So far no one has succeeded in choosing a new methodological approach as consistently as Erika Schuchardt…

It should increasingly be the responsibility of concert organisers to make this new way of engaging with Beethoven available to a broader public...
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Barthold C. Witte, 

Initiator of “Citizens for Beethoven”:
... E. Schuchardt’s Beethoven book is a convincing example of what scholarship can achieve in interdisciplinary cooperation. ...  

Life-changing new insights.

(187 Letters)

Prof. Dr. phil. habil. Erika Schuchardt
Bestseller author on crisis management. Has held positions of responsibility in the Evangelical Church in Germany/World Council of Churches/UNESCO Germany/former member of German Federal Parliament/awarded the Literature Prize. Contact for speaking engagements: 0049-170-4030304 www.prof-schuchardt.de
(302 Letters)
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